
MINUTES 
TOWN OF QUARTZSITE 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMON COUNCIL 
TUESDAY, MAY 8, 2018, 7:00 PM 

CALL TO ORDER: 7:02 p.m.

Mayor Simpson called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m.

INVOCATION: Council Member Swart gave the invocation.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Pledge ofAllegiance led by a Council Member.

ROLL CALL: 

Present: Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner, Council Member Swart, Council Member
Schue, Council Member BearCat, Council Member Goldberg.

STAFF PRESENT: Jim Ferguson, Town Manager; Susan Goodwin, TownAttorney; Tina
Abriani, Town Clerk

1. CALL TO THE PUBLIC, ANNOUNCEMENTS AND COMMUNICATIONS FROM
CITIZENS:

Jeron Mumme asked if the two bid packets had been sent out yet and what the timeline
was for them. He also asked if the Town would be getting metal signs regarding weapons,
and if so, what the timeline was on that.

Monica Timberlake invited the Council, the Mayor and the Town Manager and the public
to the Town's Eighth Grade Promotion to be held May 23, 2018, at 6:00 p.m.

PRESENTATIONS: PROCLAMATIONS: REPORTS: 

2. PROCLAMATION -Arizona Travel & Tourism Week, May 6-12, 2018.

Mayor Simpson read the Arizona Travel & Tourism Week Proclamation aloud for all to
hear.

3. CONSENT AGENDA:

A. MINUTES - Consider approval of the minutes of the Town Council Regular
Meeting ofApril 24, 2018.

Council Member BearCat pointed out an error in the minutes and asked that a correction
be made. She explained that at the very beginning, the minutes noted that Jeron Mumme
spoke about metal lock boxes for weapons, but Mr. Mumme, in actuality, was speaking
of metal signs for weapons, not lock boxes.
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8. LEDGER OF ACCOUNTS AND PAYROLL PAID - Consider for approval the
following check series: (Accounts Payable) 43104-43121, 43133-43161
totaling $61,180.08 and (Payroll) 43122-43132 totaling $63,763.72.

Council Member Schue moved to accept the Consent Agenda as corrected and 
Council Member Swart seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous. Motion Carried. 

BUSINESS: 

4. EVE'S PLACE - Discussion and possible action to approve an extension to the
lease with Eve's Place for a period of one year beginning March 1, 2018 and
ending March 1, 2019 and authorizing the Town Manager to sign the extension.

Town Manager Ferguson spoke of the presentation previously made by Laura Horsely of 
Eve's Place. He explained that we want to extend the lease, that ended March 1, 2018, 
without any changes at this time. 

Mayor Simpson asked for clarification on any lease fees to be made by Eve's Place. 

Town Manager Ferguson responded that the Town collects $800 per month and would 
continue at that same rate at the present time. 

Mayor Simpson invited public comment. 

Council Member Goldberg commented that Eve's Place has definitely been an asset to 
the community. 

Karey Amon said she thought it was a good addition to our Town and that she was happy 
to have them here. 

Vice Mayor Warner moved to approve the extension of the lease for Eve's Place and 
Council Member Schue seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous. Motion 
Carried. 

5. HI JOLLY CEMETERY BOARD - Review and possible adoption of Resolution No.
18-07 repealing Resolutions No. 15-01 and 06-08 relating to the establishment of
the Hi Jolly Cemetery Board.

Town Manager Ferguson indicated that Items Five through 10 were items which the 
Council had previously acted upon. He explained that the items have to be finalized 
through a process of ordinance change, the business side of accomplishing what the 
Council decided. He, because some are an ordinance change, we do need to go through 
them one at a time. 

Town Manager Ferguson said for the Hi Jolly Cemetery Board, it would simply be a matter 
of passing the resolution that repeals previous resolutions. 
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Council Member BearCat commented that on Items 5 - 8 there is no public input, and this 
is just housekeeping. She asked if there was a reason why the Council could not bundle 
those into one vote. 

Town Attorney Goodwin said the titles of the ordinances have to be read and the Council 
could read all the titles right now and then have one motion after that, or the Council could 
go through them one by one. 

Mayor Simpson read the titles of the ordinances from Items 6, 9, and 10 aloud for all to 
hear 

Ordinance No. 18-04: "An Ordinance of the Mayor and Common Council of the Town of 
Quartzsite, Arizona, amending the Town Code of the Town of Quartzsite, Arizona, 
Chapter 21 Park, Recreation Facilities & Cemetery, Article 21-1 General Provisions, by 
amending Section 21-1-5 Cemetery; Columbarium Niche Wall related to the Hi Jolly 
Cemetery Board." 

Ordinance No. 18-02: "An Ordinance of the Mayor and Common Council of the Town of 
Quartzsite, Arizona, amending the Town Code of the Town of Quartzsite, Arizona, 
Chapter 16 Wastewater Treatment and Collection System Code, Article 16-1 Sewer 
Service; by amending Section 16-1-1 Definitions to delete the definition of "Municipal 
Utility Administrative Committee"; amending Section 16-1-2 Sewer Connection Permit 
Requirements; Fees by amending Subsection E; amending Article 16-2 Wastewater 
Treatment, Discharge & Requirements, by amending Section 16-2-2 Sewer Fees, 
Subsections C, F and N.1.B(2) all related to the Municipal Utility Administrative 
Committee." 

Ordinance No. 18-03: "An Ordinance of the Mayor and Common Council of the Town Of 
Quartzsite, Arizona, amending the Town Code of the Town of Quartzsite, Arizona, 
Chapter 17 Water Supply and Distribution System Code, Article 17-1 Water Service, by 
amending Section 17-1-1 Definitions to delete the definition of "Municipal Utility 
Administrative Committee" and amending Article 17-2 Authority of Water Department, 
Charges & Easements, Section 17-2-2 Water Fees, Subsections C and M(B) all related 
to the Municipal Utility Administrative Committee." 

Mayor Simpson called for public comment for Items 9 and 10. 

Karey Amon, Town of Quartzsite, asked that as long as we are getting rid of the Municipal 
Utility Administrative Committee (MUAC), who will be in oversight of the construction, the 
financing, pay-outs and whatever happens with our sewer system. She asked who would 
take over the job of oversight that the MUAC Board had. 

Town Manager Ferguson said that of course is an administrative responsibility along with 
the consultants that the Town hires. He said that the MUAC Board has never done that 
and it has never been part of their purview. He explained that it has always been the 
responsibility of the Administration. 
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Jeron Mumme asked who the Administration is. 

Town Manager Ferguson said the Town Manager has the ultimate responsibility for the 
Administration. He said we have several staff who are involved in the Water and 
Wastewater areas and each one of them lends their particular expertise in the area that 
they have responsibility for, and where he feels we may be limited, he reaches outside to 
our consultants to assist us. 

Dan Heaton, Quartzsite resident, said that with Items 9 and 10 and the erasing of the 
Municipal Utility Administrative Committee, what you are saying is they should have had 
that in their purview. He said the only reason they did not is because they were operating 
with lack of knowledge; in other words, if you are going to lock them out of pricing on the 
water and fees and having a recommendation on it, then why was it not mandated that 
the recommendation be made? 

Town Manager Ferguson responded that was never under their purview, even by our 
code. He spoke of a vote made by the MUAC board with which they chose to keep the 
responsibilities and their involvement to the limited purview that our current code 
suggests. He said, since that time, it was determined that we have surpassed that period 
of time when the local involvement was as critical since we now have the expertise of 
outside consultants. 

Dan Heaton said it seemed to him like the code or the ordinance gave them certain 
responsibilities to comment on these things; whether the Town Council accepted their 
comments, or even cared to hear about it, is another thing. He said it appears like they 
were required to comment on these basic things that we are seeing now like sewer 
expansion, plant plans and Willdan rate increases. Mr. Heaton asked if he was wrong on 
that. 

Town Manager Ferguson replied it was not within their purview according to our code. He 
explained that when you look at the creation of MUAC, it was a very limited involvement 
within those areas. 

Jeron Mumme asked if the Town Manager would automatically go to an outside source, 
or first check to see if a Council Member wanted to help with that or have any ideas. 

Town Manager Ferguson replied that he takes his direction from the Council as a 
collective body, not individually. Explained that if he makes an inquiry on how we might 
go about taking care of an issue, he would bring it to a Council meeting and he would ask 
this governing body what direction they would like to go. 

Mayor Simpson closed the public comment. 

Vice Mayor Warner asked if it was correct that this is just removing the reference to the 
MUAC Board in these sections. 
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Town Attorney Goodwin answered that was correct and she added, and replacing it with 
the Town Manager, so that where it referenced the MUAC Board, it now references the 
Town Manager. 

Council Member BearCat said she was on the MUAC for several years and they never 
had anything to do with the rates or those types of things. She said they reviewed some 
of the studies, but it was just a review. She said they had made suggestions to the Council 
on a few occasions, but generally, it was taken care of in other ways, such as requests 
for staff to do something. She said Mr. Ferguson was correct. 

Mayor Simpson said he thought he was hearing the public say 'who is watching what is 
going on, how does the public know what is going on, and how does the public know our 
oversight is really what needs to happen. The Mayor asked if there was a way that the 
public could get information as we go on this; and he asked if there was a public reporting 
way, such as putting information and articles in the newspaper about how we are 
progressing and what we are doing. 

Town Manager Ferguson said there will need to be a collective effort in that regard and 
primarily, it will start here. He said there will be more reports to the Council on where we 
are at on some of these things as they go along. He said part of that will occur tonight 
with the end of the meeting and his reports. 

Council Member Schue asked what the schedule was for the Town Manager Meetings. 

Town Manager Ferguson replied that there will be two meetings per month, Wednesdays 
at 2:00 p.m. 

Mayor Simpson announced this is an action item to include Items 5 through 10. 

Council Member BearCat moved to include Items 5 through 10, she said she was going 
to pull 9 and 10 for comments, but that has been taken care of, so she made a motion to 
approve the action of the different Items, 5 through 10. Council Member Schue

seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous. Motion Carried.

6. HI JOLLY CEMETERY BOARD - Discussion and possible action to adopt
Ordinance No. 18-04 amending the Town Code Chapter 21, Park, Recreation
Facilities & Cemetery, Article 21-1 General Provisions, by amending Section 21-
1-5 Cemetery; Columbarium Niche Wall related to the Hi Jolly Cemetery Board.

See end of Item 5 for the action taken on this Item. 

7. LIBRARY BOARD - Review and possible adoption of Resolution No. 18-08
repealing Resolutions No. 94-02, 07-04 and 01-17 relating to the establishment of
the Library Board.

See end of Item 5 for the action taken on this Item.
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8. MUNICIPAL UTILITY ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE - Review and possible
adoption of Resolution No. 18-09 repealing Resolution No. 99-14 relating to the
establishment of the Municipal Utility Administrative Committee.

See end of Item 5 for the action taken on this Item. 

9. MUNICIPAL UTILITY ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE - Discussion and possible
action to adopt Ordinance No. 18-02 amending the Town Code, Chapter 16
Wastewater Treatment And Collection System Code, Article 16-1 Sewer Service;
by amending Section 16-1-1 Definitions to delete the definition of "Municipal Utility
Administrative Committee"; amending Section 16-1-2 Sewer Connection Permit
Requirements; Fees by amending Subsection E; amending Article 16-2
Wastewater Treatment, Discharge & Requirements, by amending Section 16-2-2
Sewer Fees, Subsections C, F And N.1.B(2) all related to the Municipal Utility
Administrative Committee.

See end of Item 5 for the action taken on this Item. 

10. MUNICIPAL UTILITY ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE- Discussion and possible
action to adopt Ordinance No. 18-03 amending the Town Code, Chapter 17 Water
Supply and Distribution System Code, Article 17-1 Water Service, by amending
Section 17-1-1 Definitions to delete the definition of "Municipal Utility
Administrative Committee" and amending Article 17-2 Authority of Water
Department, Charges & Easements, Section 17-2-2 Water Fees, Subsections C
and M(b) all related to the Municipal Utility Administrative Committee.

See end of Item 5 for the action taken on this Item. 

11. HEAL TH AND DEVELOPMENT SERVICES BOARD - Discussion and possible
action to adopt Ordinance No. 18-06 repealing Town Code Chapter 20, Health and
Development Services Board in its entirety.

Town Manager Ferguson spoke of the Council Meeting at which this Item was pulled 
because we wanted to get some answers to make sure of ADOT's requirements for the 
Transit Advisory Committee which has the same members as the Health and 
Development Services Board. Town Manager Ferguson explained that ADOT is very 
comfortable with however the Council chooses to handle it and does not require a Council 
appointment. He said ADOT's main concern is to make sure the Transit Advisory 
Committee is representative of a broad portion of the community. 

Town Manager Ferguson informed the Council that the Health and Development Services 
Board requested that one of their agenda items be the dissolution of the Board and they 
voted unanimously to recommend that the Council dissolve the Board. 

Monica Timberlake, Chairperson of the Health and Development Services Board, spoke 
of her privilege to have served as the Chair on that Board; but, at this time she explained, 
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the Board feels it would be better as an administrative committee. She thanked the 
Council. 

Mayor Simpson thanked Chairperson Timberlake for her service. 

Council Member BearCat asked, regarding the transportation, if they have to have a 
board or if they are an administrative committee also. 

Town Manager Ferguson replied that just a committee is all that is necessary; he said 
that ADOT only wants to make sure that it is representative of the community that we 
serve. 

Council Member BearCat asked about the Council receiving updates and reports on what 
is happening on a regular basis. 

Town Manager Ferguson replied that he would chat about that in his report. 

Mayor Simpson called for public comment, then closed it as no one expressed a wish to 
speak. 

Council Member Goldberg moved to adopt Ordinance No. 18-06 repealing Town Code 
Chapter 20, Health and Development Services Board in its entirety and Vice Mayor 
Warner seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous. Motion Carried. 

12. CONTRACT WITH JOHN ANDOH, TRANSIT PLANNER CONSULTANT -
Review and possible approval of an Independent Contractor Contract with John
Andoh, Transit Planner Consultant, and authorization for the Town Manager to
sign the contract.

Janet Collier, Transit Manager, spoke about John Andoh's new contract as drawn up by 
Town Attorney Goodwin. She explained that as part of the contract, there is proof of Mr. 
Andoh having secured liability insurance. 

There was a discussion of the contract's 50 hours per year limitation and Mr. Andoh's 
willingness to donate his time if he ever goes beyond the 50-hour limit in completing his 
work for the Town. 

Town Manager Ferguson said the bottom line is that Jan has learned a lot and now we 
can do a lot of it in house. 

Council Member BearCat asked if John Andoh said he would donate his time in writing. 

Transit Manager Collier replied, no, but if you want it that way, we can have it that way. 

Council Member Goldberg shared her concern that anytime you have a professional offer 
to volunteer, she does not know if that is always a good idea. She said she would rather 
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see it nice and clean, with Mr. Andoh doing what is asked of him and what is in the 
contract, and if we go over it, then we need to pay. 

Town Manager Ferguson said we believe we will be able to live within the scope of work 
and compensation that has been modified. 

There was a discussion of Mr. Andoh's move to another state and comments that most 
of his work is done over the telephone or through email. 

Mayor Simpson called for public comment and seeing none, he closed it. 

Vice Mayor Warner moved to accept the contract with John Andoh as the Transit 
Planner Consultant and Council Member Goldberg seconded the motion. The vote was 
unanimous. Motion Carried. 

Council Member BearCat asked to have Item 13 pulled. She said that was a motion and 
that she has the right to ask to have an item pulled. 

Mayor Simpson asked if there was a second on that. 

There was no second and the motion died for a lack of a second. 

13. COUNCIL AGENDA - Discussion and possible action to adopt Ordinance No. 18-
05 amending the Town Code Chapter 2 Mayor and Council, Article 2-4 Council
Procedure, by amending Section 2-4-5 Agenda related to placing items on the
Council's agenda.

Town Manager Ferguson indicated that this Item's purpose is to ensure we have a 
process that everyone is comfortable with to get an item on the agenda. 

Town Attorney Goodwin explained the ordinance would amend Section 2-4-5, to require 
either the concurrence of two Members of the Council or requests by two Members of the 
Council for an item to be placed on the agenda. She indicated this is very common 
practice. 

Council Member Schue said if we did want something on the agenda, we would go find 
another Council Member and speak with him and we would both approach the Town 
Manager to get it on the agenda. 

Town Manager said he thought the appropriate thing would be, if this were put in place, 
Council Members often talk about it here, that the Council Members want something on 
a future agenda, and two of the Council Members would need to agree. He said that if 
the request to get an item on the agenda came to him in writing from a Council Member 
and a second Council Member, then we would begin the process. 
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Mayor Simpson said during our meeting, under Future Agenda Items, a Council Member 
could concur or agree with another Council Member and would not be considered an 
illegal motion or action. 

Town Attorney Goodwin replied that it would not be considered an illegal motion or action. 

Town Manager Ferguson said it could not be discussed. 

Town Attorney Goodwin said that is because it is not on the agenda. She shared that the 
Attorney General's Office is not concerned about a short discussion about whether to put 
something on the agenda, so long as you are not discussing the merits of it. 

Council Member BearCat said the way she sees this is that it is subverting the authority 
of individual Council Members causing them to have to go out of their way to get 
something done. She said it is very close to violating the Open Meeting Law, because if 
there is any discussion about it, in order to convince somebody that they should go along 
with it, then that is open for a vote and it also infringes upon the First Amendment Rights 
of individual Council Members. 

Town Attorney Goodwin said two Members of the Council can discuss an agenda item 
outside of a Council Meeting. She explained that it is when there is a majority of the 
Council talking about an agenda item outside of the Council, that you have a serial 
meeting. She said if it is here in the Council Meeting, and Members of the Council start 
to talk about the merits of an agenda item, that would not be permitted by the Open 
Meeting Law. The Council Members can only discuss whether to put an item on an 
agenda, not the merits the item. She added that she does not think this is a First 
Amendment violation. 

There was a discussion about of the lack of likelihood that the Council would agree to 
pass an item in a vote if there were not at least two Council Members that agreed to put 
the item on an agenda. 

There was a discussion of serial meetings. 

Town Attorney Goodwin explained that a serial meeting is when, at different points in 
time, the majority of the Council is talking about the same thing; one Council Member 
talks to another Council Member and that Council Member talks to another about the 
same proposal and when a fourth Council Member is brought in, you have had a serial 
meeting and that violates the Open Meeting Law. 

Town Attorney Goodwin said the dangers of having a serial meeting are always in front 
of the Council. 

Council Member BearCat said it has been suggested that the Council have a special 
meeting to review the stack of agenda items and see if they are still relevant. She said 
from the list of agenda items, the Council could keep the ones that are relevant and 
remove those that are not. 
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Mayor Simpson opened the Item for public comment. 

Jeron Mumme said he agrees with the Mayor because this current system is not working 
and if the items were that important, they would not have been tabled to begin with. Mr. 
Mumme asked if, under the current system, a Council Member could just walk up and ask 
Mr. Ferguson to put something on the agenda and it automatically appears on the agenda. 

Town Manager Ferguson replied, inhere is room on the agenda; but, he added, he has 
been cautioned not to exceed twenty agenda items. 

Jeron Mumme asked about any cut-off point to get an item on the next agenda. 

Town Manger Ferguson said we try to close it out the Wednesday prior to the meeting. 

Mayor Simpson said the Council has requested that the agenda be given to the Council 
the Friday prior to the Council meeting for the weekend to review. 

Jeron Mumme said he thought it was a good idea. 

Dan Heaton, Quartzsite resident, shared his opinion that this lengthy discussion is well 
warranted. 

Monica Timberlake asked if this requirement would be for everybody or if the Mayor could 
put things on the agenda without that second. 

Town Manager Ferguson said it would apply to the Mayor as well. 

Monica Timberlake suggested that if a Council Member puts something on the agenda, 
the Council could just vote it down. 

Joseph Hager, Quartzsite community member, asked if with the current system, any one 
Council Member could potentially clog the line of agenda items with their own item 
preventing the Town from maximizing the group time during meetings. 

Mayor Simpson said that is what we are looking at; we are here to do the Town's business 
and take care of items of interest to the whole Town, not our personal agenda. 

Mr. Hager said the proposed change makes sense to maximize productive time in open 
meeting. 

Jeron Mumme noted that it was said that the Council gets the agenda the Friday before 
a meeting; so, the Council Members have to have some restraint to not discuss it before 
the meeting. He spoke of the likelihood of four Council Members agreeing on an item that 
not even two Council Members could agree to put on the agenda. He said it needs to be 
changed in his opinion. 
Shanana Rain Golden-bear, as a Board Member of both Health and Development and 
the Parks Board, we can have an item placed on the agenda and that meeting is when 
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we discuss things. She explained that is to then educate the Board on why this is 
important to the community or why they need to discuss it; then we get to direct staff to 
do more research. She said she does not expect staff to do research before the item 
comes because that is her job, as a Board Member, to be able to say why it is important. 
She suggested more training on the Open Meeting Law to assist in avoiding violations of 
that law. 

There was a discussion of two or more Council Members getting an agenda item on an 
agenda and of two or more Council Members agreeing to have an item placed on a future 
agenda during the Council Meetings. 

There was a discussion of scenarios to protect the Council from perpetrating serial 
meetings. 

Town Attorney Goodwin explained that the Town Manager will very often put on the 
agenda business that comes up, even without the request of two Council Members. 

There was a discussion about whether the Mayor could remove items with the Town 
Manager from an agenda without conferring with any other Council Member. 

Town Attorney Goodwin said that is not what the Section says as it is currently written. 
She read Section aloud for all to hear, "Prior to each Council meeting, or on or before a 
time fixed by the Council for preparation and distribution of an agenda, whichever is 
earlier, the Town Clerk shall collect all written reports, communications, ordinances, 
resolutions, contracts, and other documents to be submitted to the Council; prepare an 
agenda according to the order of business and furnish each Council Member, the Mayor 
and Town Attorney with a copy of the agenda and any material pertinent thereto." Town 
Attorney Goodwin said, so anything that is going to go on the agenda, she gathers up 
and puts in the order on the agenda, and then it says, this is the limitation on the Council, 
"Any Member of the Town Council may request that items be placed on the Council's 
agenda for consideration, discussion and legal action; such request may be made by 
submitting a written request signed by two Members to the Town Clerk's Office prior to 
the deadline for the specified agenda, or by a Member at a meeting who gets 
concurrence. All communication should be addressed to the Council as a whole and not 
to any individual Member." Town Attorney Goodwin said this says nothing about the 
Mayor being able to pull anything currently, and it does not say that with the change. 

Mayor Simpson said currently, the Town Manager would have a list of items for our next 
meeting already that is working in order, scheduled in sequence of when we have to have 
public meetings and when we come back to a vote; so, the majority of this agenda has 
already been made up a couple of weeks prior; it is just working through the process. 

Council Member BearCat asked if that was true, then why do we have a backup? She 
explained that the items have been requested to go on the agenda and we have a big 
stack that are not on the agenda, then somebody did not put them on the agenda. 
Mayor Simpson commented that is prioritizing. 
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Council Member BearCat said they are being removed by not being put on the agenda 
and they are just getting buried. 

Council Member Swart asked if it is proper to look at the list and as a Council, prioritize 
and list what they want on the agenda. 

Town Manager Ferguson replied that there is no reason the Council could not look at the 
list and prioritize what they wanted at their meetings. 

Mayor Simpson said if a Council Member came to him and said he or she would like to 
put an item on the agenda and asked if he would concur, he would give it the smell test. 
He said, first of all, "Is it of interest to the Town and not a personal item?" He said 
secondly, "Is it reasonable or something we could do?" He indicated that if it is something 
not within the Council's ability, he would not say let's put it on the agenda. He asked, "If 
it is something of interest to the Town and it is within our purview of being able to 
accomplish that, why would I not second somebody's item to put it on the agenda?" 

Council Member Swart moved to adopt the item that we were discussing, Ordinance 
No. 18-05 amending the Town Code Chapter 2 Mayor and Council, Article 2-4 Council 
Procedure, by amending Section 2-4-5 Agenda related to placing items on the Council's 
agenda. Council Member Schue seconded the motion. The vote was five ayes and one 
nay from Council Member BearCat. Motion Carried.

COMMUNICATIONS:

14. Reports from the MAYOR on current events.

None. 

15. Reports from the COUNCIL on current events.

Council Member Swart talked about his attendance of a La Paz County meeting with 
WACOG that morning. He let everyone know that the Town is going to get some updated 
information about the benefits and other things that are available through WACOG, rental 
assistance and utility assistance. He said we need to do a better job of letting people 
know what is available for rental assistance and that type of thing. 

Council Member Swart said some of our flags at Town Hall are really torn and tattered. 
He said the Park flags need to be looked at as well. 

Council Member Schue commented that it looks like the Arizona Tourism as well as our 
local Chamber is doing a great job at bringing people, jobs and businesses into this town. 
He said he would like people to support their local Chamber of Commerce. 
Council Member BearCat said she went to the WACOG meeting that day also. She said 
the Arizona Agency on Aging has a position that needs to be filled again. She said it would 
be nice if a Council Member would to step up for that. 
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Vice Mayor Warner announced that in the last month she has learned of at least three 
new businesses that are coming into Quartzsite. She said one would be opening in 
September, another is getting inventory together and will also be opening soon, and the 
other one is kind of a pass-through, but they still are going to be located here in Quartzsite. 

Vice Mayor Warner said it is not official yet, but the General Store has sold and they are 
going to open in September, Cheap Charlie's used car lot, and the third one is a man that 
does repair on hydraulic systems for big trucks and Quartzsite is in the center of his 
service area. 

Council Member Goldberg complimented our Police Department as she heard from 
others how professionally our Officers served in a recent unfortunate situation. 

16. Reports from the TOWN MANAGER to the Council.

• Budget Schedule
• Excise Tax Refinancing
• Vacant Council Seat

Town Manager Ferguson explained that our budget schedule includes two workshops 
then an actual Council Meeting. 

The Council agreed to have a Budget Workshop on Tuesday, May 15, 2018 at 2:00 p.m. 
in the Council Chambers, during which the Council hear presentations by the department 
heads. Another Budget Workshop would take place at the same time and same place on 
Tuesday, May 29, 2018. 

Town Manager Ferguson announced that Mark Reader found a better rate for refinancing 
and found one at the National Bank of Arizona. The rate would be 3.4% at 15 years. He 
said that the Council had taken the action to proceed and we are going to proceed with 
this proposal that will have a much greater savings over that 15-year period, it will save 
the Town $929,806. He said, in addition to that, it is callable at any time and there are no 
legal fees. He said thanks to Mark Reader. 

Town Manager Ferguson spoke about the vacant Council seat reminding the Council that 
they have the right to fill that seat until the next election. 

Town Attorney Goodwin said the vacancy became open prior to 30 days before the 
deadline to file a Nomination Petition, so your appointment will be until the next election. 
She said there would be a two-year term to fill at the next election because of the timing 
of the vacancy that was created. 
Town Manager Ferguson asked how the Council would like to go about doing this. He 
asked the Council if they wanted to put this item on the next agenda, or hold a Special 
Meeting and he asked the Council if they wanted to advertise to fill the vacancy. 

Council Member Swart said so, basically, we would be filling the position from whenever 
we decide until November. 
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Town Manager Ferguson said until the election. 

Council Member BearCat asked if they needed to put out a notice to the public, or if 
someone sends in an application, we can say, O.K., you are it. 

Town Attorney Goodwin said the statute does not have any requirements; most towns do 
advertise a vacancy, but it is not a legal requirement. 

Council Member Schue said we should advertise. 

Town Manager Ferguson indicated that one application has been turned in so far. 

Council Member BearCat said we should consider just appointing because everyone in 
Town knows that seat is open and they have had their opportunity to put their interest in. 

Town Manager Ferguson said advertising at this time would be the Desert Messenger 
and Facebook. 

Council Member Schue said he would concede his request and that it should go on 
Facebook and our Town website. 

The Council decided to vote on it at their next Town Council Meeting on May 22, 2018, 
and the deadline for applications would be Friday, May 18, 2018. 

Mayor Simpson commented that contacting the applicants to ask that they attend the 
budget work session would be a good idea. 

Town Manager Ferguson reported that the first Town Manager Meeting was held on May 
2, 2018. He said it was a good meeting with a lot of people with a lot of issues. He 
indicated some good ideas were discussed. He announced that at every Town Manager 
Meeting from now on, we will have at least one item on there that was one of these boards' 
concerns or interests. 

Town Manager Ferguson shared one thing that did come up, how the Town goes about 
keeping people and the Council apprised of what is going on. He suggested two things, 
expand upon the Town Manager's reports and in some cases, we will actually have some 
written reports from staff members to address some of the items in more detail. 

Town Manager Ferguson said he wanted to update the Council on a couple of bids that 
we had and we have proceeded with those; those bids are out for the streets and well. 
He said as soon as those come in we will be bringing them to you to make a decision on, 
but they are out there. One bid is for the wells and the other is for street improvements. 
Town Manager Ferguson said the Council had authorized both of them. 
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17. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS - Direction to staff regarding future agenda items.

Council Member Swart asked for an update on the street signs; Vice Mayor Warner and 
Council Member Goldberg both agreed. 

Council Member BearCat said she would like to have a Special Meeting or Work Session 
on Tuesday, June 19, 2018 to only deal with the stack of things that have not gotten on 
the agenda - to either remove or say this is important and to prioritize them. Council 
Member Goldberg agreed. The Council decided to set the meeting time for the 
prioritization of agenda items for 2:00 p.m. 

Town Manager Ferguson said just a reminder, at our next meeting on May 22, 2018, one 
of our main items will be a discussion of our economic development organization and 
activities. 

Council Member BearCat asked for a future agenda item to deal with the Park Rules 
because we are looking at large liabilities without having them dealt with. 

Town Manager Ferguson said we were going to bring the recommendation of the Park 
and Recreation Committee to the Council's May 22, 2018 Regular Meeting. 

Council Member BearCat said she would withdraw her request and Mayor Simpson 
concurred. 

Mayor Simpson adjourned the meeting at 8:57 pm. 

ADJOURNMENT: 8:57 p.m. 

CERTIFICATION: 

I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the 
minutes of the Regular Meeting of May 8, 2018 of the Town Council of Quartzsite, 
Arizona, held on May 8, 2018. 

I further certify that the meeting was duly called and held and that a quorum was 
present. 

DATED this 22nd day of May 2018 

On behalf of the Common Council 

Approved: 

N� 
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